
 Switched-On OnlineTM Pass Threshold 

Switched-On Online Pass Threshold Basics  
The Switched-On Online Pass Threshold feature drives focused learning. It enables you, 
as administration and teaching staff of a school to set a level of expected mastery for your 
students before they are permitted to continue to the next assignment in a course.  
 
The Pass Threshold can be done at two levels; the school-wide level, set by the 
administrator on the School Setup page (first image), and the individual student-level set 
by either the administrator or a teacher with Student Maintenance permission, on the Edit 
Student page (screenshot on following page). 
 
Basically, Pass Threshold allows you to determine what is accepted as the passing score 
for your school or individual student. 
 
School Setup – Pass Threshold 
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Student Maintenance – Pass Threshold 

 
 

System Implications of Pass Threshold Extremes 

If the school-wide Pass Threshold is set to 0, it effectively turns off “Focused Learning”. 
This allows the student to move onto the next assignment in a course regardless of how 
they performed on the problems of the previous lesson. If a basic concept is not mastered, 
any skills covered in subsequent lessons are at risk.  

NOTE: Pass Threshold applies only to lessons. It does not apply to quizzes and 
tests. 

If the school-wide Pass Threshold is set to 100, students may not begin an assignment in 
a course until they have achieved a perfect score on the problems in the current 
assignment. The student continues to be presented with the same assignment until they get 
100% on the problems. 
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Additional Information 
If the student-level Pass Threshold is set to any number other than 0, it overrides the 
school-wide pass threshold.  

If the student does not achieve the Pass Threshold, independent of the percentage 
selected, not only is the student redirected back to the same assignment each time he or 
she selects that course, any notes he or she tries to send to the teacher will not appear in 
the teacher application. The notes are retained in the student’s application though. If the 
student needs to ask the teacher a question about the assignment or a specific problem in 
the assignment, he or she can use the Message Center to do this. While the student notes 
do not appear in the teacher application, any notes the teacher sends the student from the 
Edit Note button at the top of the lesson, can be read by the student. 

When the student submits an assignment that does not meet the Pass Threshold, the 
teacher sees an entry on their Student Progress page that looks something like this: 

 

 
 

Any time a teacher sees this symbol, , he or she knows the student submitted 
the lesson but did not achieve a passing score, the Pass Threshold. 

The teacher can click the assignment title link to open the assignment to review it. When a 
teacher enters an assignment using the link on the Student Progress page, the entry 
disappears from the Student Activity list on that page. He or she can still go back to the 
assignment; they will just need to open it from a different location in the teacher application.  

Once the assignment is no longer displayed on the Student Progress page, the teacher 
can open it from the students Grading page. The teacher does not see a score next to the 
assignment if it is viewed from this page. It does show the number of times the student has 
attempted the assignment, however.  

 

 
 
Teachers can select the assignment and review the answers the student currently has 
recorded in the database from this page. It does not reflect which answers are correct. 
Teachers can select Show Answers though to view the answer keys, if needed. Students 
do see the status (Correct, Incorrect, or Partial Credit) of each question, however. 

Pass Threshold and Focused Learning are very effective in helping to ensure students 
master the skills necessary for academic success. You determine what the appropriate 
threshold is based on the needs of your learning community. 
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